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On a recent visit to China, Jeffrey Petts met up with academics at Northeastern University in Shenyang to discuss
their shared interest in the intellectual integrity and social significance of Morris's aesthetics and politics. Here he
shares his thoughts on the trip and the possibilty of future East-West co-operative work on Morris's ideas.

William Morris in China

‘The story of Willam Morris in China s
continuing  one of translations  and
transformations. The work of translation s itclf
transformative. So, transators of writen ideas
interpret texts, work creatively with. them,
attempt to un .

Transl

analyse and explore the translation and

of Morriss ideas’
through that work he sees a way to “revitalse
contemporary [Chinese] culture and art theory
with Morris’s aesthetic socialism

into Chinese is, no_ doubt, o cxception. In

mm:mmm.ﬁumwu

Morris's work was first introduced to China i
1902 by Luo Dawei, a Chinese scholar who
translated and publised Socialism by Japanese.
MTMMhLMMhA lmru‘hwd M!xnn

Morisas both acsthtician and politican and,
importandy,

“itis diffcult not to speculate that Morris and

lemn‘ a need to “flly and sysematially

S | e Lo CETY PAGAIRE

Bt the key carly Chincse figure recognising

ropotki
referred to recent idealist scholars who had

1  ‘William Morris in China’, The William

Morris Society Magazine, Spring 2020, p. 14.

the ethical

dimensions of change” Dk s s
by Li Dazhao that support his speculation. Li
Dazhao understands a5 cure for the
body b forhe ol and s e

advocat... that socialism be used to transform
cconomic organisation. If we seek t0 transform
the human spirit without also transforming
<conomic organisation, there will be no

significant change”

have work todo that shall be worth doing and be

include his influence on Chinese political
thought, while integrating this with his views on
art, ked him to my work on Morriss
philosophical aesthetics' 1 argued that a core
concept of good work' ~ reconstructed from
Morris’s numerous lctures and writngs on At
and Usefl Work'

ww!durmummmharm-odd
would be changed; discontent and strife and

Boepin of & faure socety. Rabe i
conceived as ines that follows from a

Good work, after

Morris n sesthetic terms.

referring back to Morriss early influence on
Chinese communism and the need to revisit
that: “Since Chinas reform and opening up in
the new era, translation and dissemination of

improved, and

me into the
Chinese cultural and  intellectual - circles,

our energies and the
mmxaduumme

In short, good work is creative, skilful and energy makes necessary to

folfilling for the maker; and adds to the stock of /mn.mdmk»nmgmmormrm

acsthetically valusble things in the world. This  News from Nowhere, cspecially chapter XV,

g0od work i i P lack of
i i “The
< ke

organised along sesthetic lines makes for

character in the book who acts as a gide o the

However, compared with the carly. modern
Chinese translation and dissemination of
William Morris, the contemporary research
focuses more on Morris as the pioncer of the
Arts & Crafts movement than Morris a5 a
pioncer of socialist movements, which has
greatly restricted the depth and breadsh of the
rescarch on Morris™

The scsthetic is linked to the politcl, then,
bocause good work, necessarily aesthetic
character, requires social and  economic
conditions that allow it to flourish: conditions
‘ot met by capitalism.

S0, Morris argues that changing the way we
‘make things changes life in fundamental ways:
“It is right and necessary that all men should

DISSEMINATION OF IDEAS:
ATIMELINE

960.0m.
Sorg Dyrasty, Chin's culural Rensssance

w02

Lo Daws s Socom b Mok gt
o A bt

dissppointed when you find that 1 have no
elborate plan, no details of a pew society o Lay

‘The aesthetic tradition
Morris’s account is in a tradition of

Be-10s
Popisfapbh of O rmet prod o
peglectin Chia whi Morris's deas.

ey oty
otk ey g s
e

Nows fom Nowhere A Dreom of Bl
trarabted and publsbed

1990520005
eterest i Morrs conanues 1 foas o artand

of sthetis Pl Guyer and Incudes the

mmm.uwumwwm"
ics, inchuding Morrs'
contribution, ] strongly with these
Chinese aesthetic and political concerns It sl
acsthetic tradition. It is

Susanne Langer* Dc\dnpmul [Py

and the Tao Te Chingby Lao Tew. Very brielthe
Confucian goal (or ‘way) of becoming a

gentleman about living an
subetc B It baubls agint aoy
of human character and society

and emphasizes the asthetc reqirements of

of good work, pamely (poctic) inspiration.

“should adopt a radical change in our view o
‘consider art more as a booster of constructive

(crah) il and
The Anless note the developmental ol of
ccating beautiful forms or things from the
formles; indeed, the gentleman learning the
‘way" is like an artisan mastering a craft skill
(1426 192) Koo il nd e e

Twpmqium:hamuveo{me

3 ‘William Morris in China’, The William

Morris Society Magazine, Spring 2020, p. 16.

new worl

the chief source of pleasure, especially the

So“True Socicty'is negatively argued in terms of
“obstackes”s I must warn you that you may be

L MRS ST MACAZR | NG 15

2 ‘William Morris in China’, The William
Morris Society Magazine, Spring 2020, p. 15.

=
1 Tam dend 1 P Song Wol acky of A,
Oea) o s i wy
sy, e on et on 2 Ociber 019 38
W

i
i

the basis of

both
socities. So,for cxample,in Tao Te Ching ‘work

work reflects the Chinese aesthetc tradition, s

scond widh Moran pelocipes and would

Transfgured, sestheticlives
Returning to Li Dazhao, the Moris he had in

mind is the philosopher of good work. Of a
philosophy of radiclly ahered, rsnsfigured,

of energy; of work which is pleasure and
pleasure which is work' In philosophical terms,

Croman, Wt 8 Ajoane of Dot
A D .o Mo G, V30, o
o IS5 18

work and the acsthetic; one thats central to

Coomes, boroe nd e, Crog o (Uversy of
S 197 6

wudnwd-ovb'mwba\llynmd!y
recogised. Herbert Read's analyss of Chinese
ceramic is iustative °A Greek vase is static

. de, workmaig o ety s Thoe

o0ty M work hsbeen i The e f

4  ‘William Morris in China’, The William

Morris Society Magazine, Spring 2020, p. 17.
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DISSEMINATION OF IDEAS:
A TIMELINE

960-1279

Song Dynasty, China’s cultural Renaissance

1902

Luo Dawei translates Socialism by Mukai: chapter
‘Socialism and Art’ introduces Morris

1919

‘My Marxist Views' by Li Dazhao shows Morris’s
influence

1920s-30s

Marxism and socialism popular with young
Chinese intellectuals and Morris introduced in
many works

1923

Li Dazhao's speeches at Shanghai University
‘Socialism and Social Movement’ and ‘Clearing up
Doubts about Socialism’ explicitly reference
Morris’s ideas on art and politics

1949-70s

People’s Republic of China formed: period of
neglect in China while Morris'’s ideas considered
insufficiently revolutionary

1978

China’s reform and opening up begins: interest in
Morris as design pioneer

1981

News from Nowhere and A Dream of John Ball
translated and published

1990s-2000s

Interest in Morris continues to focus on art and
design

20 I3 onwards

Penguin Great Ideas ‘Useful Work versus Useless
Toil’, including three other Morris lectures,
translated. Greater attention on Morris's
philosophical aesthetics and politics

5 ‘Dissemination of Ideas: A Timeline’
shown in p. 16.
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The Defence of Guenevere, and Other Poems, London: Bell and Daldy, 1858.

The Life and Death of Jason: A poem, London: Bell and Daldy, 1867.

The Earthly Paradise: A Poem, London: Ellis, 1868-70, 3 vols.
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The Story of Sigurd the Volsung and the Fall of the Niblungs, London: Ellis & White,
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Sonnenschein, 1893.

PIBF, TXTHIRDT —Z T, ZNLEDOR S Z < FFEL TWeb D & b ET L,
RUNNAFDOHFESLPHARIZH > TEY ZADEEN LD L S IR TWeDhz BE
5L FELEEERETTN, BF 6 WAL, THolborn =7 Swinburne &% Morris
TR7 | LEXFTLEEWICIL, EICET L0000 ENDREEN TN =D TN
MmEEZEZLNFET, M), Morris 7EH 7] W) LEN, Y R - TEMPNZA]
T, £ AZOWTENNEAR] ZFLRLTWDLA[EELH Y £F, £95 T
S, TTIZZEDYRE, LTFTDOTA < Ty T AT ay -~y ANLDEY AT
D5 OGN ENTWE LD T, 29 LEARISH, WAl TaMiXL7=2b L
NEEA,

Aymer Vallance, William Morris: His Art, His Writings, and His Public Life, London:
George Bell, 1897.
J. W. Mackail, The Life of William Morris, London: Longmans, 1899, 2 vols.

BEALZZED2 DTN LELT, B ADORFEWHHM LETHY T 7NV ATy b o
7LV ATHIR - AR SN ZHEROMN G, BZH Zory RUOOHITIRAIZRIC LT
Lo LA ENET, ZOHRTREICE > TORFOAEODE DN [V=T Y —- F a—
P—1EREE] TTN, ZORDR—F— (&) A = v /v NT T T 7 OERI)OHGE
DEPIDOT VT 7y R, TLTATAR LA v gy (JHLE) OREHYEZRT—F -

55



Vet 1 2 [HF9EERE— ol - A48 - Wil
BE bR E A
WARFE U4 VT AT AL P HESEFEOIGER -

N—U W, AR OEY A~ (2)

N=r=Ua U ARRELTOET, REER, KPEEZEO TMNIFEE L TH AR L7k
Flx., BODOARDIET O LIBRDORUWEIZHT- > THEZFEOHE O LESH A AT 2EH LT,
EDZED, TNV IAZ Ty b T U ZROEREITIA DT OO B2 2T TN Z & 24
FET D00 LitER A,

flhs, WAk, —ILO—4FEEtH —-HDOHFIC 84K~ Studio / special number ~HaHE
EIHA | LEEXMTTET, 2, RENS —OFENLoTz—IL—= (KIEZ) ot
AL #aE, YEHEORRE 221 TV EZEOEHEMICsE B2, [FAUT4A H
TWAF2—FAZH L THHENY RE L) "EENTWET, 20 End, BREID
ELE T, HEOEWNMEETHD [V - 27 2a—F 4 A4] [KMN] 2#caRE5m L iz Z
EWONY ET, ZOMEET)ILAFICAITI S, Ty — VX R ARNEDOF—TF—%
B ET, HiX. TORHEO—/\JLARIZ e » RACEN Sz AR DA %ET%%
0. YIE, S HEERTNICE Y ARE T (Ly K« D) IfER, TOHmEEH LB
ANERRFTDHIEEDORAREZ LR BETOIANHTLEL, WMANRZEDZ &I WOMT%f
MEI ML, HRE LERE A,

SHIT, WAED  — NI, XFITEIRH D OO, BENZLUTO L I 7 AEEEIN
FEENTVWDLZ E LWL >TET,

Gothic Architecture —— Ruskin
Socialism —— Morris, Ruskin
Decorative Art —— Morris
Rossetti
Northern Mythology —— Morris®

Pre-Raphaelite

ZORKNS, WMAICESTOTAFY (Fvy7@BE 8T8, ukyT 4 (7
7 TEIR) . B U R (e dEge, AR, JLRREE) (SkT D ALE ST SR LR T
T FET, AAREMOZIUCEM LZica ik, —LO= (HR=) Fo—HIcilEO %
BAHhET, ELT, REEKEOE LD E, T7 0T 44 - ~—rDOF%MEE LT, EHK
LBl HAURER O R SCERI ORI E T T 5D T LT,

WOFETIE, EAES OFAUEM PRI & EEE T, T <, Homdms s b
WZ D, TEMHHRIICFRLIELERE LTOEY RZOWTOFHMETHDL UL T A -
FYZADFE] ICEICESAZHTT, BRITHIEZWEENET,

(ZOZ—%LtH)

=+

(1) [McA2fE] BHivs /A - Wi () | SEEE, 1995 4, 27, 28, 29, 51, 62,
72, 89, 90, 95, 101 H,

(2) Norman Kelvin ed., The Collected Letters of William Morris, VOLUME I 1848-
1880, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1984, p. 115 (LETTER NO. 110).

(3) J.W. Mackail, The Life of William Morris, VOLUME I, Longmans, Green and Co.,

56



Vet 1 2 [HF9EERE— ol - A48 - Wil
BE bR E A
WARFE U4 VT AT AL P HESEFEOIGER -

N—U W, AR OEY A~ (2)

London, 1899, p. 208.
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[0 1] 6 November 1987, Ms. Sloan, William Morris Gallery

[0 2] 10 November 1987, Ms. French, Crafts Council

[0 3] 18 November 1987, Mr. Opie, Victoria and Albert Museum

[0 4] 7December 1987, Lord Reilly, at his house in South Kensington

[0 5] 8 December 1987, Stephen Bayley and Adrian Ellis, The Design Museum
under construction at Butler’s Wharf

[0 6] 18 December 1987, Penny Sparke, Department of Cultural History, Royal
College of Art

[0 7] 13 January 1988, Jan Marsh, at her home

[0 8] 15 January 1988, Gillian Naylor, Department of Cultural History, Royal
College of Art

[0 9] 4 February 1988, Phillip T. Guilmant, DIA office at Bedford Square

[ 1 0] 8 February 1988, John Heskett, Ravensbourne College of Design and
Communication

[1 1] 11 February 1988, Christopher Frayling, Department of Cultural History,
Royal College of Art

[ 1 2] 15 February 1988, Bruce Archer, Royal College of Art

[ 1 3] 20 February 1988, Ray Watkinson and Gillian Naylor, at Watkinson’s home
in Brighton

[1 4] 1March 1988, Roger Sale, Department of Industrial Design, Royal College
of Art
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[ 1 5] 7March 1988, Lady Black and Professor Frank Height, Royal College of Art

[1 6] 10 March 1988, Stuart Macdonald, at his home in Stockport

[1 7] 22 March 1988, Jonathan Woodham, at the Brighton Polytechnic

[ 1 8] 23 March 1988, Michael Sadler-Forster, at The Chartered Society of
Designers

[1 9] 25March 1988, William Furbisher and James Williams, at Design Research
Unit
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‘The Impact of William Morris in Japan: 1904 to the Present’, Journal of Design
History, vol. 9, no. 4, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1996, pp. 273-283.
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