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"Tokyo Accent Perception Tests" (Iwashi Tests) and Results
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New perception tests on Tokyo accents have been developed. Four tests are available in a CD, which also
contains response sheets, a data sheet for 50 listeners and a program that prints out the individual's
responses along with correct answers and a graph of the test results. Each test consists of 72 words of 3 - 5
morae with different accent patterns. A Tokyo native radio actress recorded the test items. With this CD the
test can be conducted at anywhere with a personal computer and/or a CD player. It takes only 12 minutes to
conduct each test. We have conducted the test 5 times during the 2002 academic year in a class of
non-Japanese students. After 9 months the average score of 24 students increased from 51% to 75% correct.
The increase of the score was statistically significant for a group of 9 Korean students and a group of 8
Korean Chinese students, but it was not significant for a group of 6 Chinese students. By analyzing the test
results we can get a better perspective of the individual student's performance and problems with regard to
his or her acquisition of Japanese prosody.
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