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ZDE— FCRARY A, £=LitbF
BEELLTCO L vFRE, LB, HMeH
PLEEELYH - BHYEL LT v+ ERRK
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FhaXETHAS,
Bhrhsl, B bEIhickditieok
h (F vFFRETHET, SOBRKEER T
50 TCEBMIRELTEFCANRLVEW3),
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THBESZ0H TFH=H %> 5HIET
DZOBKERIX, WEBLELEMEhTW3B,
b ABDO L 5B dor vF Koz
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WAHHR, BEEICOWTHEEL T
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PRAEDHAIPDLILBA) &, TOBREDF
HFZOWTHERIFCHEZYL, LarLE
BEELON (ROWHBEXCRKLTE->TW3
Bz hbizBEHATHH L 5CBbh%).,
BHRXOBBRIOWTRETHHE (1993c)
3BTV 3,

ML OREYRB LLNY, BELORELYE
BRLEA V72—V IOBEYEABLENSG, —}
CHEELTWENR, BENSEDE Dh—HMofE
Ok 5B Bbhic, in@io i, s fo A
ERDPEDARELRVARTEY Lui@E2 L
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HHHFETWORKI [Z hid~BhhienbiE) &
SEEYHETIY, BELOBHKLIMELEMN-TL
¥50CH5,| (b 1993c: 818-9)

¥, BBRGIED HO2FIT i THEERRHRE
EKOREWORELT >R,
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TELTAIRDIEWACSTHFTID VB IDHLITTH
h, ThiZA4DERK L5, 20X 5 ITIEHRBE
AEETHD, A4ixRARBRAT LTS5 DI
R, LhLEATY, AVFEWS Y VFEARIR
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UEELDTHRILERDES5THS, [P v
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2R TEED] 3DTH35LL, [BrhT) #F
ETHBHLV. ADDERLR, WhTbiT
5—57T, WoMThHy, xVsr= (BHL
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LT h53DDTH5. ]

hf (1993c) ARDhTEED, ZD X577
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DA et — FEE SIS EFILTiZv gLy,
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iebilew, LA, dBE-FTERLE,
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TWBDTH5,
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bolkd THEEIN D DX & 21F SPERBER
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[H=FFET7OFAEDOL LT, BRbALOR
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AB S, IERNETHLRAOFE oL,
ERBHLLL e 5 b0l TT,.) RizgWwT
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W) EELD, oD, ThAHBCELLTD
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BT 54817 O3EE] (SPERBER 1975:-
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(SPERBER 1975: 85) w4 TitdHbh, FRD
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& i oTehs L v k5, FhL, BY
DOHT (oo thh, AOERTHH)
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7o LM Z D X 5 75 SPERBER D12 Pk Ieay
ThB5 L, —RARBITHE, Ll [Eh
PKRERREWERLTHB] o bl s &t
25 ONT—DODEEWERT LIS,
SPERBER (1975) W X5 &, SEOHKIT S -
EBYDB, O EDIE TERRABER R\
DERFETHS) (SPERBER 1975 1), 3 5
— DX [EBELLAFROBH%RTH S

(SPERBER 1975: 1), #HZXMEOILELTH
%, WHEIMRLS Vo TWBRTHROT
B5H, Thd [FEE) nBETHh,
BREOSHENFEABLITTREVWELT,
[FFEE] R 2BHAYBROLMIZRD T
W3, QEO=2Dr Yy 2WFhiz\wT
b, SPERBER % [&H ) rationality %25 4 —
2ELTRETHOTHS. ABMERNFE

Bxiirofk Il BARBENSBEE

72 (SPERBER 1979) &\ 5 b, Zokia
bhizeF i, NESSERDBAIEF LV EBR
LB -dDTHBEW5#HHARD S,
SPERBER X NEISSER D— KRS E % S By 3
ERA—BM LA, NESSERIZD & & 4B
DBASEBECT ORI MA TWRDHE, L0
TH%5, (Toren 1983: 263),

B, b 5—oDEIY, SPERBER DB
IR IRCERBEThTLE>TWB S
ETHD, Slel L d, RBEAEYE (Pixl
ELRARED L 57) LOBRTELZLD
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*RYBBEECEVRY, HomRIZ LT
ORRANRECOTH B, & xi¥ WINCH
(1970) HHAERTH L 51T, ZD X 5ER
R ATV - SRAFL7) THDHLEBBT
HLENTEBNS LAl Concise Ozford
Dictionary (eighth edition)izi%,
lrational /r=fan(a)lf adj. 1 of or based on reasoning

or reason. 2 sensible, sane, moderate; not foolish
or absurd or extreme. 3 endowed with reason,

reasoning. 4 rejecting what is unreasonable Qr.

cannot be tested bv reason in religion or custom. 5

Math. (of a quantity or ratio) expressible as a ratio
of whole numbers. orational dress hist. a style-of
dress adopted by some women in the late nineteenth
century, including bloomers or knickerbockers.
rational horizon see HORIZON lc. carationality
[“nelity/ n. rationally adv. (ME f. L rationalis (as
RATION)] | .
(TRFER)

EHB, reason &\ 5, ThEGRENERY
BR{F-TWHHECTE 2 Oh-48% W
SEETRTIRNN, HOBRLLITE 1
CHEIHEDLTLESTWBDTHD, FDEE
EEMIT SCRBREBYHRELL (B4 &
LTOfEBic Ligd % (HEE 1994a).
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Symbol as a Stopgap :
an aspect of religious symbol

among Sado islanders
UMEYA Kiyoshi

Among Sado islanders in Niigata Prefecture, a lot of episodes related to entities known as
tonchibo or mujina are often narrated as one of the main topics of conversation. As a concept,
these entities are sometimes spoken of not only as animals, but also as other mystical entities
which have supernatural power. They are very popular because they frequently emerge at
widely different levels in everyday conversation. Anthropologists are thrown into serious
confusion, confronting this difficulty in understanding the essence of this concept. This paper
tries to answer the question what kind of function has been at work when anthropologists have
been tempted to apply the epistemological expression “symbol” to these stories and what role
the concept plays in the narration.

Using conversational analysis together with conventional intermediate style will reveal the
style and> system of how we_“they reflexively reconstruct context and ignore contradiction.

Village people, especially old women, are famous for their piety towards various gods, and
they frequently perfrom numerous kinds of ritual in their everyday life.

- When asked about tonchibo, people will answer as if tonchibo are animals with actual
existences, but questions about their essential nature, or requests for more precise
information—for instance their features, or the reason why they are enshrined as gods—will
elicit answers that are suddenly more confused. The concept seems to mean heterogeneous
things simultaneously.

Anthropologists making notes of these answers are tempted to classify the signification of
concepts like this. They may set up frameworks with concepts already known to them in order
to “make sense” of a concept unknown to them. For instance, in order to understand
tonchibo, they may make a distinction between modes of signification like god, human and
animal. Tonchibo are sometimes spoken of as gods with mystical power, and sometimes as
human beings possessing families and lineage. But in other narrations, they are animals run
over by tourists’ cars or captured by hunters. '

Key Words: Symbolism, rationality, Mujina, narrative, ethnomethodology,
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But, through a reflexive examinaton of recorded conversation tapes, we can find few traits of
meaning in common with conversation transcripts which construct reality each time. In some
cases we find no traits in common at all. As is often the case, after making preliminary
remarks suggesting their inability to judge whether the episodes they refer to are true or not,
they narrate loquaciously and self-confidently. Through a contextualized interpretation, such
attitudes compel us to deconstruct the estimated modes of ready-made concepts like god,
human being, and animal.

With such incompatibility, anthropologists may recollect Sperber’s claim that the reason why
some kind of narration is regarded as symbolic is that the narration is irrational. He presupposed
that the mechanism of symbols is an innate psychological device making our experiences
possible, regarding rationality as the parameter of symbolism. In other words, a symbolic device
is a kind of device which comes into operation when the rational device is overloaded.

The problem of this claim is that premises include part of the conclusion. Without a common
belief that rationality should be a parameter that can be a universal bridgehead of a commonly
shared standard of truth, there is room for refutation that his premise will lead us not only to a
tautological conclusion, but also serious category mistakes. Moreover, there is no room for
investigating rationality as a concept based upon reason that has a religious background in
itself; in his discussion what he means by rationality manifests an aspect of belief that
renounces empiricism.

Actually, since the reason why we regard some kinds of narration by local people as symbolic
is that we cannot believe that the narratives are constructive empirical reality, the point for
discussion is “other-ness”.

Bateson and Bateson asserted that we are protected against doubting reality by ignoring the
gap in the connection between propositions. Symbol is a “stopgap” to cover the situation
confronting the subtle difference in the way of connecting propositions followed by
imcompatibility.

In short, “symbol” is a manifestation of discrepancy between their narrative founded on their
beliefs and our narrative founded on our beliefs.

With the special distinctive feature of the concept, tonchibo is analogous to symbol in this
sense. This concept is irreplaceable because of its role in taking a plot of experience in the
structure of the narrative as a tentative terminus for subjective interpretation in the process of
construction of everyday reality in conversation.

As a series of experiments by Garfinkel and his colleague suggests, formal logic demands
rejection of the discussed premise when it leads to a clear contradictory conclusion, but this is
not the case with conversation, face to face with everyday life. The contradiction narrated is
managed by ignoring or suspending judgement over it.

In this sense, the technique of conversational analysis enables us to identify the discussed
premise and analyze the process of reformulating it. Such a concept is an almighty stopgap
which has a merit in that it is prohibited to identify precisely the meaning, for we make a
patchwork in order to adjust discrepancies concerning “other-ness”.
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To conclude, the feature of symbol that is not a sign is rather a merit than a fault. It often
emerges in narratives pretending a single meaning but' conveying various kinds of meaning.
People are enabled to continue their conversations and narratives under the protection of their
beliefs. Such prohibition of suspicion is an essential constituent of the narratives.

If the exaggeration of the psychological cognitive aspect of culture spoiled symbolism as an
epistemological term and the analysis of the process of constructing realities came to be seen
as a red herring, it would cause what we've called symbol to be buried alive, as the cost of
rationale or truth in the funeral service held by cerebral savages, rational (?) anthropologists.




