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The Concept of tipo or the “Spirit of the Murdered and the Etiology of
Misfortune Among the Jopadhola of Eastern Uganda

Kiyoshi UMEYA

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to explain the notion of tipo or the ‘spirit of the murdered’ among the
Jopadhola, a Western Nilotic people of Eastern Uganda (in particular the Tororo area) ; tipo
constitutes a remarkable domain of their indigenous etiology of misfortune, that is, their ontology and
cosmology. Data collected in my own fieldwork from 1997 to date, consisting of discourses tape-
recorded, transcribed, and translated, show us the features of the tipo concept, both those shared by
other Western Nilotes (e.g. Nuer, Dinka, Acholi, Langi) and other neighbouring ethnic groups like
Eastern Nilotes in particular Iteso, and also distinct twists given to the concept among the Jopadhola.
1 differentiate this notion from those of jwogi (spirit of the dead) and chien (attack by the dead), and
attempt to provide a new comparative ethnographic perspective that can further the comparative
study on etiology of misfortune.
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Atim fears ghost.
tipo® noun shadow of a person.
tipo® noun shade ; Okwera obedo ite
tipo : Okwera is sitting in the shade. |
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