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V. CONCLUSION

The integrative functions of the brain, important as they are for health and mental activity, are not
strictly necessary for, much less constitute, the life of the organism as a whole. Somatic integration
is not localized to any single “critical” organ but is a holistic phenomenon involving mutual
interaction of all the parts. Under ordinary circumstances the brain participates intimately and
importantly in this mutual interaction, but it is not a sine qua non; the body without brain function
is surely very sick and disabled, but not dead.
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@ “passing away” and “deanimation,” corresponding, respectively, to
sociolegal ceasing-to-be (<——birth) and ontological/theological
ceasing-to-be of the bodily organism («—— conception).
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