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V. CONCLUSION

The integrative functions of the brain, important as they are for health and mental activity, are not

strictly necessary for, much less constitute, the life of the organism as a whole. Somatic integration
“critical” organ but is a holistic phenomenon involving mutual
interaction of all the parts. Under ordinary circumstances the brain participates intimately and
importantly in this mutual interaction, but it is not a sine qua non; the body without brain function
Is surely very sick and disabled, but not dead.
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Mike Nair-Collins. Death, Brain Death, and the Limits of Science:
Why the Whole-Brain Concept of Death is a Flawed Public Policy. J.
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Alan Shewmon, Constructing the Death Elephant. A Synthetic
Paradigm Shift for the Definition, Criteria, and Tests for Death. J.
Med. Philos. 35(3): 256-298, 2010

€ “passing away~ and “deanimation,” corresponding, respectively, to
sociolegal ceasing-to-be («——birth) and ontological/theological
ceasing-to-be of the bodily organism («<—— conception).
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