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About my research and thinking

My field is peace studies. Different people take different approaches but for me,
peace studies must include peace research, education and action. I see my life work as
searching for an answer to the question, “What can be done so that living things can feel
safe and live in peace,” and to put what I discover into practice. My style is to study,
teach and work for peace.

There are three general areas of my work. One is involves key words such as gender
and militarization and focuses on the security of the Pacific Island Countries. Recently I
have been focusing on decolonization and demilitarization of Guahan/Guam. Another is
the activities of the Popoki Peace Project, which I began in 2006, and research on the
“being and feeling safe” that I have encountered through those activities. The third is
related to the Kobe University UNESCO Chair project on Gender and Vulnerability in
Disaster Risk Reduction Support. I am the leader of this project and am participating in
this integrated approach to disaster research. For all of my work I use a gender lens,
and focus on violence in various social relations. I emphasize alternative modes of

expression, narrative, stories and emotion in my work.
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I think the following students will be interested in my seminar

» Students interested in social issues such as peace, gender, violence, power, and/or

disaster

» Students who want to address those issues from the bottom up

» Students who want to reflect the perspective of local people in policy making

» Students interested in doing field work

» Students who want to engage in qualitative, post-positivist research

» Students who want to think about different social issues by themselves and also
with others
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Style of the seminar

Students from the courses in English and Japanese learn together

We use both languages so that everyone can understand

Presentation handouts are made in English and Japanese (if possible)
Language used in presentations is up to the presenter

Discussion is in both languages
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We use texts that we read together as well as those chosen by students to give

background to their thesis topic presentations



» We choose the text together, but often we use texts relating to feminist
international relations

» I expect students to take responsibility and participate actively

» T'd like it to be a place where students feel safe and we can discuss current events,
research, social issues and other things

» Sometimes there are tears, but I want the zemi to be a warm and welcoming space
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Recent thesis topics of my students
Women’s social participation in post-conflict Uganda
Child soldiers in Africa
Implications of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) approach
The lives of Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant evacuees
Local initiatives for multicultural understanding in Britain
Polygamy in South Africa
Implications of aid conditionality
Problems with Japanese internet marriage sites: Focusing on Russians

Sex work and human trafficking
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Theses may be written in either English or Japanese
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Grading

» Students will be evaluated on the basis of attendance, participation and

presentations (both their own research and a text we read together).
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Seminar and Popoki Peace Project

» Itry to keep the seminar and other classes separate from Popoki Peace Project

» Students who are interested in the Project are welcome, regardless of whether they
are In my seminar

» 1 am happy if my seminar students are interested, and even happier if they
participate in Popoki’s work

» But participation is up to the individual

» However, involvement with Popoki Peace Project is a prerequisite to going to

Northeast Japan with the Popoki Friendship Story project



