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(Summary)

This paper examines the present legal framework of judicial control of city planning
and its possible improvements. The Japanese Supreme Court basically holds to the
position that city planning decisions do not belong to “administrative disposition”, the
principal subject matter of administrative litigation. The decisions, however, can be
subject to incidental judicial review in a revocation suit against subsequent
administrative dispositions. The time passed between these three steps - the city
planning decisions, the subsequent administrative dispositions and possible litigations
against the latter - leads to complicated problems. This paper also examines a proposal
by a study group in the City Planning Association of Japan (Toshikeikaku Kyokai),
which advocates the establishment of a special scheme of administrative and judicial
review of city planning decisions.
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